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the issue was discussed ; all the archives of the Society1 were
submitted to the full light of the public view ; all the secrets
of the meetings, correspondence, routine, and programmes
were extracted; all the hoardings of private treachery and the
greedy accumulations of eager informers, whose reputation
and rewards were involved in a conviction, were arrayed in an
imposing column of slander and suspicion, and the hypothesis
on which the Government rested their case was shattered
and laid bare. If the arguments by which Pitt justified his
destruction of freedom were correct in fact, the ringleaders of
the two obnoxious Societies could never have survived that
minute and rigorous scrutiny into everything they had said,
or written, or planned, or whispered amongst friends.
In spite of this rebuff the Government persisted in its
alarmist policy, and one of its members only wished that
the jury had been as wise as he. The Habeas Corpus Act
was suspended from May 23rd 1794 to July ist 1795, and
the Government made use of their Bill to send a number of
men to prison, and keep them there without trial. The
London Corresponding Society held a meeting in April
1795, and another against Place's advice in October I795.2
The second meeting was held three days before the opening
of Parliament. By this time there was a strong popular
opinion running against the Government, due to great and
real distress, and the pressure of taxation. Wheat had gone
up from fifty-eight shillings a quarter in February to one
hundred and eight shillings. There were disorderly demon-
strations, and the King made his way to Parliament, amidst
loud cries of " No Pitt/7 " No famine," and unhappily a small
stone or bullet broke one of the windows of the King's
carriage. The King behaved with the courage and sang-
froid that he had shown during the Gordon riots. The
whole thing had no more to do with Jacobinism than the
1 A great deal was made by the Government of the preparations for arming,
but it was proved at the trials that these preparations were merely in self-defence
against loyalist rioters. One reform association had announced itself in the press
by public advertisement as a "military association."
- Mr. Graham Wallas' Life of Place> p. 25.